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The plan of open voting was retained. Throughout the
discussion of the Bill the great proprietors strove to preserve
their old privileged position in the first instance, and as a
second line of defence to strengthen the position of the large
peasantry as against the small proprietors.
The most obsolete feature of East Prussian local administra-
tion is the system of independent manorial jurisdiction, which
still continues on a large scale. As early as 1850 an attempt
was made to abolish manorial autonomy throughout the whole of
Prussia, but the opposition of the great proprietors compelled the
withdrawal of the Government's proposals so far as the Eastern
Provinces were concerned. Owing to the same hostility the law
of 1892 left most of the manors independent administrative units,
so that even now self-government in the modern sense does not
exist in these districts. It is characteristic of the spirit of the
East that until recently a relic of the old custom of servitudes
remained in its local government law, which empowered the
council of a rural commune to require its citizens to perform
" hand and span " services in connection with the execution of
communal works. The aggregate services were estimated in
money value, and they were allotted according to the local taxes
paid, though, in practice, performance by deputy was usually
allowed, or money payment to the communal funds might be
made instead.
Many reasons are responsible for the economic and social
backwardness of the East of the monarchy. One great dis-
advantage is the condition of isolation created by the great
size of the estates. The owners and cultivators of these estates
have for generations been cut off from the thought, the move-
ment, the manifold stimulating influences of the towns.
Each has been a little sovereign within his own sphere of
influence, accustomed to give orders and not to receive them,
with no one to oppose, contradict, or challenge him, and this un-
healthy position of social superiority and ascendancy has checked
intellectual progress and induced a spirit of stagnation in every
department of life. Moreover, Germanism appropriated the old
seat of Slav influence between the Vistula and the Elbe within a
period comparatively modern as counted in the history of civilisa-
tion, and the terrible devastations wrought in the country, first
in the Thirty Years' War, then in the Seven Years* War of